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I.
" Gakcon ! You ?om,

Snared alonp with this cursed crew?

(Onlv a child, and yet so bold,
Scarcely as much as ten years-old- )

Do you hear? Do you know
Why the gendarmes put you thore, in the row
J'ow with those Communo wretches tall,

Willi race to the wall?"

ii.
' ' Know? 'To be sure I know ! Why not?

We're here to be shot.
And there bv the pillar's the very spot.
Fighting: for France, my father fell.

Ah, well !

That's just the way I would choose to fall.
With my buck to the wall J "

- m.
"'(Sucre! Fair, open fight, 1 say,
Is right magnificent in its way,
And fine for warming the blood ; but who
Wants wolfish work like this to do?
Bah ! 'Tis a butcher's business.) How
(The boy is beckoning to me now;
I knew his poor child's heart would fail:

Yet his cheek's not pale.)
Quick! Say your say; for don't you see,

When the ehurch-cloc- k yonder tolls out Three,
You're all to be shot?

Whatf
l3icxixc you one moment f O ho, ho :

D' yc think to fool a National so?"

IV.

"" But, sir, here's a watch that a friend, one day.
My father's friend, just over the way

XiCiit me; and if you'll let me free,
(It still lacks seven minutes of Three,)
I'll come, on the word of a soldier's son.
Straight back into line, when my errand's done."

v.
"Ha, ha! No doubt of it! Oft'! Begone!
Now, good Saint Martin, speed him on!
The work will be easier since he'a saved ;

For I hardly think I could have braved
"The ardor of that innocent eye,

As he stood and heard
Me give the word,

.Dooming him like a dog to die."

VI.
'. lime! Well, thanks that my desire

Was granted; and now I'm ready. Fire!
One word ; that's all :

You'll let me turn my back to the wall ! "
VII.

"Parblcu .' Come out of the line, I say!
Come out ! (Who said that his name was Key ?

Hal France will hear of him yet one day !")

AT FREDERICKSBURG,
DECEMBER 13, 1862.

Gen. St. Clair A. Mulbolland in Philadelphia Times.
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Soon Ave forget the presence of the shells in
the shower of smaller missiles that assail us.
The hills rain fire and the men advance Avith

heads as Avhen Avalking against a hail-
storm. Still through the shower the ever- -

the and the division, but he Avas i The over Avhicli
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of the Second Corps, dead, in twos and threes
and in groups. Regiments and companies have
now their third or fourth commander and the
colors are borne to the front by the third or
fourth gallant soul avIio has raised them. The
gaps in the lines have become so large and so
numerous that Ave have to make continued efforts
to close them, and the command "Guide centre"
is frequently heard. French nears the entrench-
ments of the Confederates' first line and the
enemy redouble their efforts. The storm rises
to greater fury. The struggle is hopeless. His
lines Avave like corn in a hurricane, recoil, then
break, and the shattered mass falls back amid
the shouts and cheers of Cobb's and KershaAv's
brigades, that line the trenches in our front.
Now Hancock, Avith the division that never lost
a gun or a color, sweeps forward, and, being
joined by many of the gallant men of French's
command, makes the most heroic effort of the
day. Passing the furthest point reached by the
preceding troops, he impetuously rushes on,
passes the brick house so conspicuous on the
field on, on, until his flags wave Avithin tAventy-fiv-e

paces of the fatal stone wall. Then Avith a
murderous fire everywhere around us Ave realize
the full absurdity of the attempt to accomplish
an utter impossibility. "We had not yet fired a
shot. "We had only reached the spot Avhere our
Avork Avas to begin. Forty per cent, of the force
had already fallen. No support Avithin three-quarte- rs

oi a mile. In our front line after line
of Avorks followed each other up the terraced
heights to the very crest, Avhich Avas covered
Avith artillery. To carry the assault further
Avould be extreme madness. Should Ave take
and occupy the first line, it Avould simply be to
meet the fire of the second and third. To fight
the host in front Avas not possible. "We Avere

here only to be shot down Avithout being able to
return the blow. So the division, or rather the
half of it that still existed, began falling back ;

but Hancock would not be driven from the field,
and halting Avhere the formation of the ground
afforded some shelter to his hard-trie-d command,
he remained until relieA'ed at nightfall. And
noAV the long, long, dreadful afternoon that
awaited the thousands Avounded, avIio lay scat-

tered over the sad and ghastly plain.
The only place of cover Avas the brick house

out near the stone wall. To this hundreds of the
Avounded dragged themselves, and a great mass
of sufferers huddled together and struggled to
get near the house, that they might escape the
fire. All around the great heaps of dead bore
testimony to the fierceness of combat. Near by
a color sergeant lay stark and cold Avith the flag
of his regiment covering him. Just in front of
the stone Avail lay a line of men of the Irish
brigade, with the green boxAvood in their caps,
and the two bodies nearest the enemy Avere those
of my beloved friend, Major "William Horgan,
and Adjutant John R. Young, both of the Eighty-eight- h

New York. It was not yet one o'clock
Avhen the assaulting column retired, and Ave had
nearly five hours to Avaifc for darkness. "We heard
the clock in the Episcopal church in the city
strike the hours that seemed so long. The sharp-
shooters of the enemy soon got a position from
Avhich they could enfilade the house, and when

Continued on 7tk page.


